Speech by HSH the Prince
World Business Council for Sustainable Development lunch

Ladies and gentlemen,
Dear friends,

In the context of this conference with difficult and
complex negotiations, I am happy to be able to share this
moment with you.

I am delighted to meet again with the leaders and
members of the World Business Council for Sustainable
Development and take this opportunity to salute Björn
Stigson, your President until last year and an eminent
member of my Foundation’s Board of Directors, proof of the
close ties between us.
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Twenty years ago, I was here in Rio for the Earth
Summit. Since then, I have participated in a number of
international conferences dedicated to these issues. And I am
constantly striving to see an appropriate framework
implemented to address the main challenge of this century:
long-term preservation of our Planet combining economic
development,

social

progress

and

environmental

conservation.

Nonetheless, this awareness of the need for
determined action by States has never led me to lose track of
the fact that what drives progress is not limited to
administrations and international institutions, but also
initiatives from civil society and economic players, since
innovation is their core business - your core business.

3/6

The challenge we face requires an innovative
capacity that is stronger than ever, since we must imagine a
new development model. This model must combine the
legitimate population’s aspirations for progress and the noless-legitimate right of future generations to a viable
environment.

Such upheaval requires everyone’s participation,
creativity and energy.

In parallel with many international meetings, we
have seen the emergence over the last two decades of a large
number of innovations. Whether they are technical,
technological, managerial or commercial, these initiatives
have improved the lives of millions of people.
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This is why, even today, when we can measure once
again the difficulty in achieving a concrete agreement, the
need to take action with the thriving forces of the economy
and society is ever more urgent.

If we want to obtain concrete advances towards a
more responsible world, it is imperative for us to rely on all
forms of energy, especially those of the enterprises and
economic players you represent.
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In Monaco, we are convinced that their contribution
is essential for progress. Many of our initiatives, in particular
in the struggle against climate change, are based on
productive partnerships with economic players.

This collaboration based on a common conviction
generates new opportunities, as well as the premises for a
new form of growth. Indeed, working towards sustainable
development introduces a new virtuous cycle based on newly
thought-out innovation and profitability.
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My Foundation, which contributes to fighting climate
change, the erosion of biodiversity and the threats to our
water resources since 2006, relies, too, on close trusting
relations with economic partners as well as local associations
and scientific laboratories to lead most of its initiatives.

Beyond their immediate interest, I view such
cooperation as emblematic of the lofty ambition of pooling
all forces and all talents.

In the face of the historic challenge before us, the
urgency of the situation must unite us.

Thank you.

